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Method to broadcasting simultaneously two or more televisionprograms. 



During broadcasting of a normal television program at 
least one «area» is temporarily set aside where a commercial 
program or insert is in particular transmitted. 
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" METHOD TO BROADCASTING SIMULTANEOUSLY TWO OR MORE 
TELEVISION PROGRAMS" 



This invention relates to a method of broadcasting 
simultaneously and without interruption s normal 
5 program, or main program, together with the. temporary 
transmission of one or more commercial programs 
that are assigned a limited room on the television 
screen, without causing the interruption of the 
main program. 

10 It is known -how the television broadcasting of 

commercial inserts presently requires interruption 
of the normal television programs . causing remarkable 
discomfort and annoyance to the consumer. Moreover, 
this makes it necessary to introduce separating 

15 sequences between the program and the commercial 
insert for the necessary synchronization and* in 
addition to allow the consumer to differentiate 
between the main program and the commercial intermission. 
For economic reasons, said interruptions tend 

20 to become more and more frequent, causing a strong 
disappointment to the user. On the other hand, in 
the short term, it is not conceivable to reduce 
. the extent of said commercial inserts that are often 
the only source of financial support for the television 

2 5 networks . 

Therefore, one of the objects of this invention 
is to provide a method adapted to allow broadcasting 
of commercial inserts in a continuous and discontinuous 
way, without involving interruptions of the normal 
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television programs. 

The features of the method according to this 
invention will now be described with reference to 
Figures 1 and 2 where respectively: 

FIGURE 1 shows a television set while broadcasting 
a normal television show, and 

FIGURE 2 shows the same television set that, 
while showing said main television program previously 
mentioned, makes it also possible to watch a commercial 
insert. 

In Figure 1 the television set is showing a normal 
television program, indicated schematically at A, 
which occupies completely the available television 
screen. The television, set shown on Figure 2 is 



but having a reduced image area that takes only 
part of the television screen, while the remaining 
part is taken by the capital letters indicating 
di a grammatically the possibility to transmit in 
said area a commercial insert, comprising a fixed 
image or a motion sequence (as for instance photographs 
or movie sequences or other commercial pictures, 
concerning in particular the product to be advertised). 

Preferably, a major area of the screen remains 
dedicated to the main program, while the commercial 
insert is confined to an "area" located in a peripheral 
position on the screen. In the schematic representation 
shown in Figure 2, said "area" is L-shaped, but 
it will be understood that other forms and locations 
are possible for said "area" of the screen adapted 
for receiving the commercial insert. The "area" 
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may in fact have a generally rectangular or square 

shape, located at the corners of the television 

screen, or else circular or elliptical, or the like, 

but always located preferably at a peripheral position. 

5 Said commercial insert will normally be soundless. 

The reduction of the image area related to the main 

* program and the aperture of the "area" dedicated 

^ to the commercial insert may be obtained using one 

of the known procedures such as for instance that 

10 of the squeeze-zoom or equivalent. It will also 

be apparent that the image of the main program, 

so reduced, can be integrated in the other image 

that takes the "area" dedicated to the commercial 

insert, in order to form a composite but coherent 

15 image. For example, in the case when the image 

of the main program is received on a television 

screen that, in this case, would actually comprise 

the image of the commercial insert and in particular 

of the advertised product (in this instance actually 

20 a television set). 

The corresponding Signals can be sent without v-^.-:^ 

' broadening of the broadcasting band, particularly 

^ in the case where said signals have a high persistance 

1 

and can be easily perceived by the consumer, for 
25 instance during a hold of the action taking place 

in the main program. ■..'« ■■■ 

> The commercial inserts that are broadcasted on 

the television screen do not cause interruption 
of the main program, and that allows the consumer 
30 to perceive said information in a non disagreable 

form as it is presently the case. Since the supplemental 
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commercial programs do not interfere with the normal 
reception of the main program, they can of course 
be transmitted without any scheduling limitation. 

In the same way, the above described image is 
very well adapted .for the transmission of the station 
breaks where the speaker himself introduces the 
commercial talk, for instance closing the presentation 
of a certain program with the invitation to watch 
it more pleasantly while using the advertised products 
appearing in the "area" dedicated, that opens up 
simultaneously on the screen. 

While the invention has been described with 
reference to particular embodiments thereof, it 
is not to be deemed as limited to the latter, because 
all those obvious variations and/or modifications 
that will become apparent to the experts in the 
art are included within its scope. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A method for performing simultaneous broadcasting 
of two or more television programs, characterized 

in that one of said program, the main program, is 
broadcasted on a major portion of the television 
5 screen, and one or more supplemental programs are 

visualized on limited areas of the television screen. 

2. A method according to claim 1, characterized 
in that the supplemental programs are broadcasted 
intermittently by the provision of related "areas", 

10 the whole television screen being assigned to the 

main program at times where the supplemental programs 
are absent. 

3. A method according to claim 1, characterized 
in that said supplemental programs are commercial 

15 inserts. 

4. A method according to claim 1, characterized 
in that said "areas" have a rectangular shape and 
are located in peripheral positions on the television 
screen. 
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